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parade is not that of the English or the Germans or the
Japanese, but it is genuine all the same.
Nevertheless, the 'survival of this pleasure in the circus side
of warlike activity and a great deal of rather naive patriotic
enthusiasm about "the past was accompanied, between 1919 and
1939, with an equally vociferous zeal for perpetual peace and a
refusal (equalled only in Britain and the British dominions)
to see that peace could not be bought by mere resolutions of
good behaviour and night, indeed, call for such efforts of
self-discipline and self-criticism that war would come to seem
almost preferable.
As has been suggested, the growing and deserved power of
American women had something to do with this attitude. So
had a genuine and very justifiable optimism about America
and a natural and in many ways admirable pride in the fact
that so much of the world had now come to school to America,
that the prestige of American ways of life was so high. Had
not a distinguished Frenchman, M. Andre Siegfried, said that
the world would have to choose between Henry Ford and
Gandhi? And few were the Americans who believed that,
if the choice were given, any serious number even of the most
benighted foreigners would choose Gandhi- And even if they
did, the one thing Ford and Gandhi had in common was
pacifism,
In the creation of this attitude there was, however, one
factor of overwhelming importance, the widespread, almost
universal American belief that intervention in the war of
1914-18 had been a luxury and a foolish luxury at that. No
nation likes being "played for a sucker"; no nation likes to
think that it has been the victim of a gang of international
spiritual comrades of Mr. W. C. Fields, aU resolved not to giye
the American sucker an even break. American slang is rich in
terms to describe the fate of the victim of the con man. America,
so the American people was soon told, had been robbed by
international crooks who had found the job of swindling her
appointed guardians no more difficult than "rolling a lush."
America was the lush and the boose that had made her so
easy a victim of international pickpockets was propaganda.
For the student of that art, the history of the American
campaign of propaganda against propaganda must always rank as